Of the PARISH of 17 ee 
. 3 WG 
With Regard to the LAND-TAx. 


HE Act for an Aid by a Land-Tax which was made 4? Gul. && Mar. 

appointed 45. in the Pound to be aſſeſſed and collected on all Lands, 
Houſes, Sc. and nominated Commiſſioners for every County, City, 
P Borough, &c. giving them Power at their firſt general Meeting 10 
divide themſelves, for the better Execution of the Af, into Hundreds, 
== IP Lathes, Wapentakes, &c. | | 
WATER In the ſame Act this Clauſe is added, Provided always, and be it 
Raw” C Sv further Enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That for the avoiding all 
Obſtruftions and Delays in Aſſeſſing and Collecting the Sums which by this Act are to be rated 
and aſſeſſed, all Places, Conſtablewicks, Diviſions and Allotments, which have uſed to be 
rated and aſſeſſed, ſhall Pay and be aſſeſſed in ſuch County, Hundred, Rape, Wapentake, Con- 
ftablewick, Diviſion, Place and Allotment, as the ſame hath heretofore uſually been aſſeſſed in, 
and not elſewhere. N. B. Diviſion here is what the Counties, Cities, &c. were divided 
into by the Commiſſioners. | 

In purſuance of this A&, the Commiſſioners nominated and appointed for the City 
and Liberty of JYeftminfer and Offices executed in MWeſtminſter-Hall, did at their gene- 
ral Meeting lay upon and raiſe in the ſaid City and Liberty of Feftminſter, Sc. the Sum 
of 630921. 15. gd. by making the following Divifons of the faid City and Liberty, 
Sc. and laying the following diftin& Sums upon each Diviſion thus, 


J. 4. d. 

St. Margaret Weſtminſter | — 8331 16 06 
St. Martin in the Fields — — — — 19098 17 1 
St. James — — — 11512 : oo 
St. Clement Danes, and St. Mary le Strand ——o— —— 437 17 oo 
St. Paul Covent- Garden —— — — 4840 12 oo 
St. Ann | 


- — — — 5666 8 oo 
Offices executed in Veſtminſter-Hall — —— 855755 I oo 


6309 12 O of 


Tur Land-Tax Act for the 11th and 12th of King William, which was for 3 s. 
per Pound, recites that the Commiſſioners executing the Land-Tax Act for the 10th 
Year of the ſame Reign, had not in ſome Counties ſet down and aſcertain'd Three Fourths of 
the entire Sums which were Aſſeſſed on the ſame Hundreds, Rapes and Diviſions reſpectively, by 
Vertue of the Af 4 Gul. & Mar. and therefore Enacted, that where ſuch Sums bade not 
been aſſeſſed and rais'd upon the ſaid Act in every Hundred, Rape, and Diviſion aforeſaid, the 
ſame ſhall be rettify'd by charging upon every ſuch Hundred, Rape and Diviſion, ſo eas d as 
aforeſaid, ſo much as will make up Three Fourths of the Sum which was charg'd thereupon in 
the ſaid Act. | 

{ ND agreeably to this in the ſubſequent Acts for the Land-Tax, the Commiſſioners 
therein nominated and appointed are required to meet together at the moſt uſual Places of 
meeting within each of the ſaid Counties, Ridings, Cities, Boroughs, Cinque- Ports, Towns and 

Places reſpectively; and are authoriz'd and required to aſcertain and ſet down in Writing the 
ſeveral Proportions which ought to be charg'd upon every Hundred, Lathe, Wapentake, Rape, 
Ward or other Diviſion (N. B. Diviſion here is what the above-mentioned Counties, Ri- 
dings, Cities, &c. were by the Commiſſioners for 4% Gul. & Mar. divided into) towards 

making up the whole Sum before by theſe Acts charg d upon the whole County, City, or other 
Places, for which in thoſe Acts they are appointed Commiſſioners, by charging in Proportion to 
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the Sums which were aſſeſi d on the ſame Hundreds or Diviſions reſpedtively, by the Act 
4? Gul. & Marie: And are allow'd to ſubdivide and diſtribute themſelves into leſs Numbers, 
ſo as that three or more Commiſſioners maybe appointed for the Service of each Hundred, Lathe, 
Wapentake, Rape, Ward, or other Diviſion, as may beſt conduce to the carrying on His Majeſty's 
Service. So that the ſame Diviſons which were ſet out, and the ſame particular Sums, or 
the Proportions of ſuch Sums as were laid upon ſuch ODiviſions in the Execution of the 
Act of 4 Gul. & Mar. were appointed to be follow'd by the Commiſſioners nominated 
to put the laſt- mention'd Acts in Execution. | | 

From the Pariſh of St. Martin in the Fields have been divided and ſeparated by ſe- 
veral Acts of Parliament, four Pariſhes, viz. St. Paul Covent Garden, Anno 1660, St. James 
1685, St. Ann 1686 (N. B. All theſe three were divided from St. Martin's before there 
was any Land-Tax Act) and the Pariſh of St. George Hanover-Square was divided from 
St. Martin's in the Year 1724, by vertue of @ Claule in the Act for rebuilding St. Mar- 
tin's Church, which declares that from and after the Eaſter Day next enſuing the Conſe- 
cration of the New Church in the Two Outwards, the ſaid Two Outwards ſhall be deemed aud 
taken to be of itſelf a diſtinct Pariſb to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, and from thence- 
forth the Inhabitants within the diſtin Limits of ſuch New Pariſh ſhall be the Pariſhioners there- 
of, and be divided and ſeparated from the ſaid Pariſh of St. Martin in the Fields, as to their 
Veſtry and Pariſh Officers and Rates for the Church, and Relief of the Poor, Highways, and 
other Pariſh Rates within the Limits thereof, and ſhall be divided and exempt from the ſaid 
Pariſh of St. Martin in the Fields, and from bearing any Offices or Charges therein, aud 
from all Dependencies and Contributions in reſpect thereof : No mention being there made 
of their being divided as to any Parliamentary Tax. | 

From the Year 1692, the City and Liberty of Weſimiuſter, &c. has been yearly di- 
vided by the Commiſſioners at their General Meeting, as above-mention'd, and Aﬀeſs'd 
in the ſame manner, or in Proportion therounto, and ſo continues to this preſent Vear: 
Only ever ſince the Separation of the Pariſh of St. i Nn re from St. Mar- 
tin's, the Commiſſioners for the City and Liberty of Weſtminſter, Ic. have added to 
the Diviſion called St. Martin in the Fields, theſe Words, including the neu- divided Pa- 
riß of St. George near Hanover- Square. | 

AND the ſaid Parith of St. George near Haxover-Square, during the Years 1725 and 
1726, paid (without any Complaint to the ſaid Commiſhoners) in the Diviſion wherein 
it had been always us'd to pay, while it was the Two Outwards of St. Martin's Parith. 

Bur at the General Meeting of the Commiſſioners for the City and Liberty of West- 
minſter, &c. An. 1727, it being mov'd by ſome of the Inhabitants of the ſaid new Pa- 
riſh, That a diſtin& Proportion of the Land-Tax for the Service of the Year 1727 
be laid upon the ſaid New Pariſh, it paſs'd in the Negative; the Generality of the 
Commiſſioners then preſent (after reading ſeveral of the moſt uſeful and neceſſary Clauſes 
in the ſaid Land-Tax Act, and the Act for rebuilding of the Pariſh Church of St. Martin 
in the Fields) being of Opinion that they could nor alter the Proportions of the ſeveral 
Diviſions, or ſer out any other Diviſions for particular Sums, than ſuch as had all along 
continued from 4 Gul. & Mar.; and that the two Pariſhes remained one and the ſame 
Diviſion within the Meaning of the ſaid Land-Tax Act, and not alter'd by the ſaid 
Church-A&: Becauſe the Proportion of the ſaid Land-Tax is not Jaid on any Pariſh, 
guatenus a Pariſh, but as a ifin& Diviſion or Diſtrict, into which the County, Riding, 
City, &c. was by the Commiſſioners originally divided. Which Diviſion, by the Claulc 
above-cited from the Act 4 Gul. & Mar. is declared to be unalterable; the ſeveral 
Diviſions in Weſtminſter having been ſet out before the Time of the ſaid laſt-mention'd 


AND for a further Proof of this the Commiſſioners ober Etat in moſt Parts of the 
Kingdom there are ſeveral Pariſhes in one Diviſion; which Parifhes, if they have a ſe- 
parate Quora, or particular Sum laid upon them, have it not by vertue of any Power 
given by the Land- Tax Act to the Commiſſioners for ſo doing, but by a private Agree- 
ment among themſelves; and if any Deficiency happen in any one of thoſe Pariſhes, 
all the other Pariſhes of the ſaid Diviſion are oblig'd to make good fach Deficiency : 
And on the other hand they obſerv'd, that in ſome Parts of the Kingdom there are 
ſeyeral Diviſions in one Pariſh ; particularly (as appears by the above-mentioned Ac- 
count of the Diviſons, and Sums charg'd upon thoſe Diviſions for the City and Liber- 
ty of Weſtminſter, &c.) ſo much of the Pariſh of St. Clement Danes, and of the old 
Pariſh of St. Mary le Strand, as is in the City and Liberty of Meſtminſter, is charg'd 
together as one Diviſion : And altho* above Fifty Houſes of the Pariſh of St. Martin 
in the Fields have been by the Commiſſioners for building Fifty new Churches made a 
Part of the Pariſh of Sr. Mary le Strand, yet all the ſaid Houſes are Aſſeſs'd and pay 
to the Land-Tax in the Diviſion of St. Martin in the Fields; and another Part of the 
faid Pariſh of St. Mary le Strand pays together with, and is a Part of the Diviſion of 
the Precinct of the Savoy; fo that rhe ſaid Pariſh of St. Mary le Strand is ſo far _ 
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being a Diviſion of itſelf becauſe it is a Pariſh,” That it pays in three different Divi- 
foons | 


In the City of Londen, and in ſome other Cities, each Ward, tho“ conſiſting of 
ſeveral Pariſhes, is but one Diviſion: As on the contrary, in the Pariſh of St. Martin, 
ſeveral Wards go to make one Diviſion. | 

AND all the new Pariſhes ſet out by the Commiſſioners for building Fifty new 
Churches, continue to be Aﬀels'd, and pay to the Land-Tax in the Diviſions in which 
they paid before the Time of their Separation: All which is humbly conceiv'd ro be 
according to the Expreſs Direction of the Clauſe above-mention'd, for avoiding Ob- 
2 and Delays, &c. inſerted in the Act 4 Gul. & Mar. and in every Land-Tax 
Act ſince. 


AN p upon this Point the Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Martin have had recourſe 


to Council learned in the Law, whoſe full and clear Opinion is, that ir was not in the 


Power of the Commiſſionere at their general Meeting to ſet out a particular Sum to 
be paid in the Pariſh of St. George Hanovor · Square, and allot to it a diſtinct Proportion. 
AND tho' the Petition of the Veſtry and Inhabitants of St. George Hanover- Square 
ſers forth, that the Land- Tax Act for the Year 1717 authorizes and requires the Com- 
miſſioners to cauſe the ſeveral Pariſhes within the City and Liberty of Weſtminſter 10 be 
equally aſſeſſed and taxed, and to take care that Marrants ſhould be iſſued forth and directed to 
Two at leaſſ of the moſs able and ſufficient Inbabitants of each Pariſh, Townſhip or Place within 
their reſpective Diviſions, zo be Aſſeſſors of all and every the Rates and, Sums ef Money by 


ſuch Alis impoſed towards the rating the full Sum given them in charge reſpeftively; and 


that the faid Commiſſiones were alſo directed to nominate and appoint Tuo other Perſons 
to be Collectors for each Pariſh and Place; and from thence argue that 4/eſors and Col- 


lectors ought to have been appointed for levying a perticular Sum on the Pariſb of St. George 


Hanover - Square: Vet upon a farther View ef the ſaid Acts it will appear that no ſuch 
Meaning can be drawn from them, the Words of them being theſe; The ſaid Commi/- 
fioners are hereby authariz'd and requir'd 10 cauſe the ſeveral Proportions charged on the re- 
ſpectiue Hundreds, Lathes, Wapemtakes, Rapes, Wards, or other Diviſions as aforeſaid, to 
be equally aſſeſſed and taxed within every ſuch Hundred, Lathe, Wapentake, Ward, ar o- 
ther Divifion, and within every Parifh or Place therein, according to the beft of their Judg- 
ments and Diſcretions. 

AND the ſaid Commiſioners are fartber required to take care that Warrants be iſſued 
forth and directed to Tuo at leaſt of the moſs able and ſufficient Inhabitants of each Pariſb, 
Townſhip, or Place within the reſpeftive Diviſions, thereby appointing and requiring them to 
be Aſſeſſors of all and every the Rates and Sums of Money by this Act impoſed ; which ſaid 
Aſſeſſors are hereby ſtrictiy injoyned and required, with all Care and Diligence, to aſſeſs the full 


Sum given them in charge reſpectively, upon all ready Money, &c. and by an equal Pound- 


Rate upon all Maners, Lands, &c. within the Limits and Bounds of the reſpetive Pariſhes 
or Places for which they ſhall be appointed Aſſeſſors as aforeſaid. 

FROM which Clauſes it appears that the Diviſions therein mentioned are not the 
Diviſions on which the particular Sums are ſpecified and laid by the Act, but ſuch 
Diſtricts as the Commiſſioners were authorized to divide each County, City, Riding, &c. 
into, for the better putting this Act in Execution; for if by the Diviſions here menti- 
oned, the Counties, Cities, Ridings, &c. on which the Act lays particular Sums, were 
meant, it could not be in the Power of the Commiſſioners to cauſe the Divifions to be 
equally aſſeſs'd and tax d; the ſame Act having tied them down to the particular Sums 
or Proportion of Sums which were aſſeſſed on and raiſed in them by the 4th Gul. &? 
Mar. But if the Diviſion be ſuch Diviſion as the Commiſſioners made then, and which 
the Act does not appoint, but only confirms, every Pariſh or Place within ſuch Diviſion 


may according to the Direction of the Act be equally aſſeſſed and taxed, tho' not di- 


ſtinctly and with a particular Sum laid upon it. And the ſeveral Aſſeſſors of each 
Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place in every Diviſion may be Aſeſſors, (i. e. all of them together) 
of all and every the Rates and Sums of Money by thoſe Atts impoſed, tho* not of any 
particular Sum laid on a Pariſh, &c. and may thus all of them together a/e/5 the full 
Sum given them in charge reſpectively (i. e. ſeparately from the Aſſeſſors of any other 
Diviſion) upon all ready Money, &c. 

Tux Petition of the Pariſh of St. George Hanover-Square ſets forth, that by the 
Land-Tax Act for the Year 1727 they ought to be divided as to the Rates, becauſe 
they are a Pariſh, and becauſe they are much aggrieved. | 

Bur beſides what has been ſaid that a Pariſh is not a Diviſion as a Pariſh, if the 
Commiſſioners at their General Meeting acted contrary to what the ſaid Act or other 
Acts require, the Pariſh of St. George Hanover-Square has its Remedy at Law in Vin- 

dication of their Right, without any Application to the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons. And if they were much aggrieved, they had an Opportunity of producing Proofs 
of it before the Committee appointed to examine the Matter of their Petition. But 


the 
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yet the Rents of the Pariſh of St. Martin have by the ſaid New Buildings greatly ſunk, 


the ſame was neither prov'd nor inſiſted on before the ſaid Committee; but on the 


contrary it appear'd, that all along ſuch only as were Inhabitants of St. George Hanover - 


Square were appointed by the Joynt-Commiſſioners of the two Pariſhes at their Meet- 
ing for the Diviſion to be Aſſeſſors and Collectors of the Monies aſſeſs'd on and rais'd 
in the Pariſh of St. George Hanover-Square. 

AND it appeared farther before the ſaid Committee, that that Part of the faid Di- 
viſion which is now St. George Hanover-Square, was more fayourably aſſeſs'd and rated 
in Reſpe& of the Yearly Value of the Houſes therein, towards the laſt Year's Aid, (as 
it hath been in former Years) for their New Houſes, than the other Part of the Divi- 
Fion, viz. St. Martin's Pariſh, is for their Houſes, which are generally old, and de- 
creaſing in their Rents. : : | 

To which may be added, that at the Meetings of the Commiſſioners for the Divi- 
fion of Sr. Martin in the Fields, including the New-divided Pariſh of St. George Hanover - 


| Square, the Commiſſioners of both Pariſhes us'd ro be ſummon'd to ſuch Meeting by 


otice thereof left at their Houſes in Writing, where if they came not, (as ſome- 
times they did not) it was their own Choice: and the Duplicate Books of the Aſſeſ- 
ſors for both Pariſhes did always lye open at every Meeting for any of the Commiſſio- 
ners to inſpect, if they pleaſed. 

TRE Inhabitants of the Pariſh of St. Martin in the Fields, before the new Build- 
ings were erected in the two Outwards which are now St. George's Pariſh, were ob- 
lig'd for many Years, notwithſtanding they tax'd themſelves for Stock, Ready Mo- 


ney, Cc. to make large Re-afſeſsmenrs over and above the 4 s. in the Pound: and al- 


tho” the great Number of New Buildings within the ſaid New Pariſh has much eas'd 
ck of St. Martin from the heavy Burthen which it had born for many Vears, 


and particularly by that and other Accidents, one Ward in the Pariſh of St. Martin, 
wherein us'd to be raiſed upwards of 3000 J. to the 4 J. Aid yields but 1700 J. this 
preſenc Year. So that if a Clauſe ſhould be inſerted in the now Land-Tax Act for 


the enſuing Year to ſubdivide the Quota of this Divi/ion, by charging the ſaid Pariſh of 
Ft. George Hanover-Square with any Proportion or particular Sum to be rais'd within the 


ſame, diſtinct from the ſaid Pariſh of St. Martin, the whole Pariſh of St. Martin would 
e great Sufferers thereby. And ſuch Alteration of this Diviſion may encourage At- 


tempts for many other Alterations of this Sort in the Kingdom, and thereby occaſion 


ſuch Obſtructions and Delays as the above-mention'd Clauſe in the Act was wiſely in- 
tended to prevent. | | 
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